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A Message From The President
Greetings from the Beach:

• The storm damage repairs have been completed along 
with some major repairs.  This included replacing the worn 
finger pier brackets on “D” Dock and repairing the toe rail-
ing along “E” Dock.
• The entire marina has been cleaned and painted...it sure 
looks nice!
•  The marina store is open under new management.  Pines 
Point Provisions & Seafood Company, owned and operated 
by George and Anna Vitak, will be open 7 days a week from 
4:30 a.m. till 4:30 p.m. They are offering a complete line of 
food, beverages, boating & fishing supplies including live 
bait.  We wish them success in their new venture.

We hope you have a fun filled, safe boating season and we 
are looking forward to seeing you at the marina this sum-
mer.

On behalf of the Board

Robert L. Hillegass
PS: As a reminder, the annual owner’s meeting has been 
scheduled for Saturday, November 12, 2011 at the Ocean 
Pines Community Center.  Registration starts at 9:30 a.m.  
Please plan to attend.

DROP BOX
A drop box is located outside the office. 

Incident/violation forms are inside.  
Call 443 859-5544 with other problems.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

For our Annual 4th of July cookout.  
Please contact Ginger:

 manager@pinespointmarina.org or 
443 859-5544.

ALL PAPERWORK MUST BE TURNED IN TO THE OFFICE BEFORE OCCUPYING YOUR SLIP!

OWNER INFORMATION FORMS – 
It is essential that we have your contact information. 

You may download an Owner Information Form from our 
website, www.pinespointmarina.org under forms.

On behalf of your Board of Directors, I would like to wel-
come you to our 2011 Boating Season and to share some 
good news with you.  

• The five year breakwater construction loan was approved 
by M&T Bank on April 8, 2011.  Construction on the final 
300 foot section will begin in mid-May and be completed by 
mid-September.  Approximately 36% percent of our owners 
have already paid for their portion of the breakwater cost.  
Of the remaining owners, 36% have selected loan payment 
option and 28% have not returned their payment selection 
form.  The owners who have not returned their payment op-
tion selection form will be enrolled in the 5 year loan pro-
gram.  The good news is that after the final section is com-
pleted, we will have 600 feet of breakwater protecting our 
marina against wind and wave action damage.  This badly 
needed protection should significantly reduce the excessive 
storm damage costs that we have been encountering over 
the past several years.  Being able to obtain a construction 
loan is a real win-win situation for our owners.  It gave ev-
eryone the opportunity, on the basis of their personal desires 
and financial needs, to choose the payment program of their 
choice. 



2

Tips for Navigating No-Wake Zones 
The signs read, “5 mph, No Wake,” not either/or. 
	 By	Kevin	Falvey

 The hard-chine planing hulls most of us operate aren’t 
suited to no-wake situations. The deeper your V, the worse 
it is. And if you run a stern-drive, the problem is exacer-
bated because many drives have play in them until you add 
some revs. None of this is an excuse for throwing a bigger 
wake than is necessary.
 Most boats have two 5 mph speeds. The first, with the 
throttle clicked just forward of neutral, is called “idling in 
gear” — so that the engine is turning at around 600 rpm. 

The second 5 mph speed is the one in which the engine is 
turning about 1,300 rpm. At this engine speed, there’s more 
thrust. But the boat is squatting, resulting in a bigger wake 
and no increase in speed.
 Observation makes clear the speed that many boaters 
prefer. It’s understandable. When idling in gear, there’s lit-
tle feel at the wheel. The skipper must use a learned touch 
to keep the boat on course. But add a little rpm and...yeah! 
You’re in control. Problem is, you create a larger wake. 
Your right to feel like a master of machinery does not sub-
vert the rights of those boat owners tied up in the marina 
you’re passing, the homeowners whose bulkheads you’re 
undermining or the canoeist, kayaker or skiff fishermen try-
ing to enjoy the water without having their world rocked.
 This might elicit shrugs, but consider that federal law 
makes you responsible for your wake. Besides, operating 
in squat mode is like hanging a sign saying “Amateur” over 
the side. The following tips will help you look cool while 
going slow.
 Besides when in posted no-wake zones, slow down 
whenever you pass within 500 feet of a small boat, the 
shoreline or a marina. Distances beyond that allow the 
wake’s waves to spread out and get rounder, disrupting oth-
er boats less and causing less erosion.
 Slow down in advance. Chopping the throttles as you 
come abeam of a marina or close aboard to a small boat 
doesn’t alleviate the wake’s effect.
 When operating at no-wake speed, trim the drive or 
outboard to a vertical position. Neutral trim allows your 
boat to proceed with the smallest wake.
 Larger boats can go 10 mph while idling in gear due to 
their large props. If that’s you, alternately shift in and out 
of gear as you proceed.

 REMINDER – DO NOT LEAVE ANY UNATTENDED ITEMS ON THE PIER OR FINGER PIERS AT ANY TIME.

Gregg T. Peters
410-289-9090

www.wavesofcolor.net

MHIC#47752
DE#2005211986

Residential & Commercial

“Providing quality services for over 22 Years”
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NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

Copies • Engineering Prints • Fax •             Shipping
Advertising Specialties • Forms

Notary • Invitations • Laminating
FULL COLOR PRINTING SPECIALIST

POSTER SIZE COLOR PRINTS 
Graphic Design Services & More ....Open Mon.-Fri.: 9-5pm

11065 Cathell Rd., Ocean Pines

410-208-0641
www.copycentralmd.com • email: copycentral@verizon.net

Copy Central

Complete Business Services

 Watercraft policies are available for a wide variety of 
boats, including family boats, sailboats, power boats, jet 
skis and yachts.  Most makes and models can be underwrit-
ten and insured. Premiums are determined on a number of 
factors and there are credits available such as Lay-up War-
ranty, Boating Courses taken and passed, Coast Guard Pow-
er Squadron membership, rating territory [Atlantic Ocean/
Chesapeake Bay etc] 
 Remember, don’t think that your boat is protected while 
it is docked at a Marina under the Marina’s insurance cov-
erage!  Most marinas only cover the legal liability for their 
facility so it is very important to obtain individual boat in-
surance for your own protection and peace of mind. 
	 Article	provided	by:	Jamie	Berger,		
	 Avery	W.	Hall	Insurance	Agency

Be Sure To Always Insure Your Boat
 As a boat owner, it is very important to always insure 
your boat & trailer for liability coverage. Dependent upon 
the age and condition of your watercraft and trailer you 
may decide to insure the hull and equipment 
 Most watercraft policies can be customized to include 
liability, uninsured watercraft, medical payments, physical 
damage and towing/assistance.  Coverage for the trailer, 
motor, personal property and electronics on the boat can 
also be added.
  Boat thefts alone cost the insurance industry and con-
sumers over $40 million per year. Boats and their compo-
nents are easy targets because they are often unsupervised 
in your driveway or at the marina, for which the marina is 
not responsible.  Weather related incidents can account for 
another billion dollar in insured/uninsured losses.

410-250-5066

McGINTY MARINE CONSTRUCTION
Serving The Shore For Over 20 Years

BULKHEADS • RIP RAP • PIERS
Custom Design

Locally Owned

& Operated

Licensed & Insured

BULLETIN 
BOARD

Check out the bulletin board be-
hind the store for information 
about our marina.  The brochure 
boxes are for slip owners to ad-
vertise slips for sale or rent.  The 
web site has a classified section 
for owner’s use.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION
You should have an emergency plan in place in case the BoD makes 

a decision to evacuate the marina.

EMERGENCY ADDRESS – Should you have an emergency at our 
marina, please give our street address of 869 Yacht Club Dr. to the 
911 operator.  This will eliminate any confusion with the marina at 
the Yacht Club, also at Yacht Club Dr.



4

Engine & Electrical Work
Gas & Diesel

Outboards & I/O’s
Indoor & Outdoor

Storage

Art Childs               410-208-2793

10630 Taylorville Lane
Ocean Pines, Maryland 21811

LAW OFFICES OF
Ayres, Jenkins, Gordy & Almand, P.A.

11047 Racetrack Road
P.O. Box 1244
Berlin, MD 21811
410-641-5033

6200 Coastal Highway
Suite 200
Ocean City, MD 21842
410-723-1400

 Ah, the tangled dock hose. Try bringing it aboard, and 
you end up undoing kink after kink before the H20 can 
flow. Trying to put such a hose away is equally challeng-
ing. Proper coiling baffles some — often to the chagrin of 
other boaters who share the hose. Here’s a reliable method 
for a neatly coiled dock hose.

1.  Walk the hose out to full length and lay it on the dock,  
 untwisting and unkinking the worst of the hockles as   
 you go.

2.  Remove the hose nozzle, and walk back to the hose   
 hanger. With the nozzle removed, the hose can spin out  
 the twists as it’s retrieved and coiled.

3.  Begin coiling the hose in big loops — at least a 
 two-foot diameter — in your hand, not on the hose   
 hanger. Place groups of loops on the hanger if they get  
 too heavy.

4.  Use big loops and help the hose lie naturally by 
 flipping over recalcitrant loops as they come to hand,  
 and subsequent uses of the hose shouldn’t require this  
 procedure.

How to Keep a Dock 
Hose Untangled 
Use our tips to keep the kinks out. 
	 By	Kevin	Falvey    
     

DOCK CARTS – Please be courteous and return dock carts immediately after each use.

•  PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR DOCK BOX LID 
 IS SECURED WITH A LATCH/LOCK AT ALL   
 TIMES

•  YOUR LINES MUST BE A MINIMUM OF ½   
 INCH AND THEY MUST BE TIGHT AT ALL   
 TIMES.

• YOUR BOAT IS REQUIRED TO HAVE A   
 PPMAC STICKER - See Ginger for details.

If you wish to place a dock box at your slip, 
please see Ginger for a form and required details.

Friendly Reminders 
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Important Telephone Numbers
Dept. of Natural Resources ......... 410-548-7070
Towboat U.S. ................................. 800-391-4869

Pines Point Marina Office ........... 443-859-5544
Yacht Club Marina Fuel .............. 410-641-7447
Yacht Club .................................... 410-641-7501

This is intended as a 
summary only. Regulations 
are subject to change. It is 
the angler’s responsibility 
to know and abide by all 
current regulations, notices, 
and law. 

Please contact NMFS for 
regulations pertaining to 
Tunas, Shark, Swordfish, 
Billfish, Sailfish, and 
Marlin.
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OCean Pines Marina
Now selling non-ethanol gas

Snacks, Cold Drinks
Supplies & Apparel
Bait, Pump-Out Station

Open Daily
this Season
from 6am-6pm

Call for directions: 410.641.7447 • www.oceanpines.org 

Docking available 
while at Yacht Club

NOW
OPEN!

Can You Hear Me Now?
 Mount an 8-foot antenna so that it’s 12 feet above sea 
level, and the horizon increases to about 4.5 miles. Of course, 
we’ve all communicated farther than that with a VHF radio. 
That’s because the height of the other antenna also comes 
into play.
 Say your buddy has an antenna mounted atop his large 
cruiser at 18 feet above sea level. Combined with the 12-
foot height of your antenna, the two of you could converse 
while about 6.7 miles apart. If the Coast Guard’s antenna 
is 100 feet tall, you can expect a reliable range of about 13 
miles. Your buddy’s 18-foot antenna would net him a range 
of about 13.3 miles.
 The actual distances are a bit farther, due to atmospher-
ic refraction, but these are the distances you can count on, 
making satellite phones, EPIRBs (emergency position indi-
cating radio beacons) and PLBs (personal locator beacons) 
very wise for anyone cruising open waters. To see a chart of 
the Coast Guard’s VHF coverage in your area, visit:
navcen.uscg.gov.

Marine VHF Radio Range 
The real deal on VHF marine radio range. 
	 By	Kevin	Falvey

 Ask 10 boaters about the range their VHF radio 
achieves and you’ll get 10 different answers. Just how far 
can you count on your distress call being heard?
Earth Is Round
 Marine VHF radios operate between 156 and 172 
MHz, a sliver of the very high frequency band of radio 
waves between 30 and 300 MHz. It’s FM radio. We know 
from taking trips in our cars that we have to change sta-
tions more frequently to get good reception when listening 
to FM (usually while a favorite song is playing).
 Power output is often thought to increase range, but re-
ally, the difference in range between a 25-watt fixed VHF 
and a 5-watt handheld is due to the fixed mount’s antenna 
being taller, and therefore it can “see” farther. More power 
will allow you to punch through static and other radio traf-
fic better, but only within the range dictated by antenna 
height. Marine VHF radios work on a line-of-sight basis. 
That is, they can transmit and receive to and from another 
antenna as long as that antenna is above the horizon. How 
far is that? Standing in the cockpit of a boat, the distance to 
the horizon for most adults is about three miles.

Antenna Faux Pas
Antennas that are mounted vertically operate better than 
those that are canted at a sporty angle. Why? Because VHF-
FM uses vertical polarization.

Do This. Mount an antenna high and clear, without 
being alongside pipe work or another structure.

Don’t Do This. A raked antenna may look 
cool but isn’t as effective as one installed vertically.
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TIDE CHART, Ocean City, (Isle of Wight Bay) 
N 38o 19.9’ / W 75o 05.4’

JUNE JULY

AUGUST SEPTEMBER

Information gathered from FreeTideTables.com - For comparison only



P. O. Box 1547
Ocean Pines, MD 21811

PRSRT STD
US Postage

PAID
Mail Movers

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum  1 per person/day

BLACK SEA BASS BLUEFISH
8” minimum  10 per person/day

CROAKER
9” minimum  25 per person/day

TAUTOG
14” minimum  2 per person/day

May16 - October 31

WEAKFISH
13” minimum  1 per person/day

BLUE CRAB SUMMER FLOUNDER

SPOTTED SEATROUT
14” minimum  10 per person/day

STRIPED BASS
28” minimum  2 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD RED DRUM (Channel Bass)
18”-27” minimum  1 per person/day

Check updated regulations: www.dnr.state.md.us/fisheries


